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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture: and trade. 
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U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE ent 3 na. 


U.S. agricultural exports during August 1987 totaled 10. (million ig 
metric tons, up 24 percent from the 8.1 million tons exported during: August. a Be: 
1986 but down 21 percent from the July 1987 figure. Much of the ificrease was 3 
accounted for by an upsurge in soybean sales, which were almost triple last 
August's level. Marked increases in August soybean shipments were réported 
for the European Community, Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela, Korea, Taiwan and 
Japan. Continued strong coarse grain sales to Japan, Mexico and Taiwan also 
bolstered volume. August agricultural export value totaled $2.13 billion, 13 
percent over August 1986 but down 11 percent from July 1987 levels. 


Cumulative U.S. agricultural exports for October-August totaled $25.5 
billion, up $1.1 billion (5 percent) from the same period a year earlier. 
Lower world prices for major grain products remained the major reason for only 
a modest improvement in the dollar value of total agricultural exports while 
export volume was up 17 percent. Among major markets showing significant 
increases in U.S. exports were the EC (up 4 percent), Japan (up 7 percent), 
Canada (up 8 percent) and South Korea (up 31 percent). In the top 20 U.S. 
export markets, 14 showed gains of 5 percent or more over year-earlier levels. 


Export volume during the first 11 months of fiscal 1987 totaled 117.9 
million tons, up 17 percent from the same period last year. Grains accounted 
for most of the rise as lower U.S. prices, reduced competitor supplies and the 
Export Enhancement Program increased the U.S. share of world grain trade. 
Other significant volume gainers included soybean meal, seeds, raw cotton, 
poultry meat, beef, furskins, fresh fruits and vegetables. 


Imports for August totaled $1.54 billion, down 5 percent from August 
1986. August 1987 figures brought the October-August agricultural import 
total to $19.1 billion, down 1 percent from October-August of last year. 


August's agricultural trade surplus was $599 million, down $85 
million from July but the 13th month in a row the United States has run an 


agricultural trade surplus. August's performance brought the trade surplus 
during the first 11 months of fiscal 1987 to $6.5 billion, up $1.4 billion 


from the $5.1 billion level of last year. 
-more- 


SALLY KLUSARITZ, Editor, Tel. (202) 447-3448. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5922-S, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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U.S. agricultural trade 
(billion dollars) 


a Fiscal yeap-~<----—--— —- —=--=—-0ct-Ausust————--——-—- 
1986 1987 Percent 1986 1987 Percent 
actual forecast change actual actual change 
Exports 26.3 28.0 +6 24.4 2562 +5 
Imports 20.9 2055 -2 193 eal -1 
Trade 5.4 Tied = soil 6.4 —— 
balance 
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If your address should be changed___—=—S—Ss PRINT OR 
TYPE the new address, including ZIP CODE and return 
the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 5918 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250. 





U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS FROM ALL SOURCES 


OCTOBER 1985 - AUGUST 1987 
CUMULATIVE TO DATE CURRENT MONTH ( AUGUST ) 
COMMODITIES :UNIT: QUANTITY : : VALUE : : QUANTITY eet ee WRCUE WN state 
: {---4------------------- 1% p----------------------- : foe ee ee cee eee 2: & t----------------- oe 
:10/85-08/86: 10/86-08/87:OIF :10/85-08/86:10/86-08/87:DIF : 1986 1987 :01F : 1986 1987 :OIF 
SUGAR & TROP. PRODS. 

SUGAR, RAW & REFINED: MT : 1858,528 1434,800 -23 618,087 462,062 -25 112,491 64,883 -42 35,893 17,670 -51 
SWEETENERS..........: MT: 1100,83) 906,868 -18 314,433 238,105 -24 94,298 88,614 -6 27,966 20,662 -26 
COCOA & PRODUCTS....: MT : 469,399 473,089 41 1,104,774- 1,022,632. -7 $48,021 39:78 -174. 69,9000) 897,777 -12 
COFFEE........+0....: MT = 1927,357 »—-:1097,780 --2.—«s«4,041,327 3,091,091 -25 93,515 90,822 -3 $33,218 196,274 -41 
ESSENTIAL OILS... ..88MT.? 10,066 11,526 +15 104.414 106,295 +2 768 989 +29! 69,4070) 8,677 <8 
TEAL. ke Wisk Re a 80,726 750017 123,316 105,812 -14 61634) SRT) 7 Pevis7 cakaia ee 
SPICES. 6 tos Lae MTG yao" 667 156,627 +5 330,994 359,667 +9. 912,437 13.908) 49 28, 7aSU oRue 7 ieeN ie 
FIBERS AN Beckton, : MT: 50,750 48,682 -4 29,234 27,698  -5 4,72. 144,822, se Royse ee 
RUBBER & ALLIED GUMS: MT : 736,169 762,485 +4 563,705 656,689. +16 46,191 59.952 430 (36,318 Sa;0s0 Nase 
OTHER. 2 Mos ccbtle aks Oe 134,101 148,292 +11 11,538 12,862 411 
TOTALS « Boke Se Ce: 7,364,385 6,138,340 -17 590,888 439,705 -26 
GRAND TOTAL.......: XXX: 19,269,763 19,071,781 =J 1620,070 1535,840 -5 


NOTE: VALUE UNITS ARE IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. LITER UNITS ARE IN THOUSANDS OF UNITS. 

XXX INDICATES QUANTITY TOTALS ARE NOT MEANINGFUL WHERE UNITS OF MEASURE DIFFER. 

--- INDICATES CHANGE LESS THAN 1 PERCENT. “ee INDICATES CHANGE GREATER THAN 999 PERCENT. 
1/ INCLUDES BY-PRODUCTS. 


SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS DATA (UNADJUSTED). 


TRADE ANO ECONOMIC INFORMATION DIVISION 
TRADE AND MARKETING BRANCH, IAS, FAS, USDA 


